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CHRISTIANSBURG — Elvis and
Big Foot were spotted around the New
River Valley this summer.

Don't believe it?

There are pictures to prove it. In
fact, there are hundreds of pictures on
Facebook of individuals, businesses,
organizations and a few crazy charac-
ters such as the famed and departed
rock 'n roller posing in front of signs
outside two local businesses.

Allwere taking partin a United Way
of Montgomery, Radford and Floyd
fundraiser — a brainchild of local

(business owners James Creekmore

.. alot, when it can raise money for United Way
of Montgomery, Radford and Floyd. Two local
businesses did just that with a fundraising campaign
that took on a life of its own.

and Stuart Lynde. Creekmore, owner
of the Creekmore Law Firm in Blacks-
burg, and Lynde, principal scientist
at Environmental Services and Con-
sulting in Christiansburg, started the
creative fundraiser after an “innocent
photo op” grew into a “friendly and fun
competition,” between two colleagues,
Creekmore said.

“He’s a nut, and I'm a nut,” Creek-
more said about the pair’s relationship.

It all began when a picture of a new
member of the Creekmore Law Firm
was snapped in front of the company
sign. A few more colleagues and busi-
ness partners did the same, and the
photos “turned into a great opportu-
nity to give back to the community,”
Creekmore said.

The fundraising competition fol-
lowed these guidelines: The business
with the most people to have their pic-

tures taken in front of their company
sign and to receive the most “Likes” on
Facebook would win. Points were also
given to the funniest picture and the
highest-ranking government official
and farthest traveler to pose with a
sign. The losing business would donate
money to a local charity. Both chose
the United Way.

The competition started out with
justemployees and business neighbors
stopping by for a photo, but it soon,
“exceeded what | had ever imagined,”
Creekmore said.

“It was the talk of the town,” he said.

More than 200 people showed up
at the Creekmore Law Firm. At ES&C,
more than 100 graced the sign’s front.
Some later took the opportunity to






